
Sierra Club Notes May 17, 2012 Task Force Meeting
prepared by Leah Valleroy

Below are the notes from the May 17 Task Force Meeting. There is a lot of information 
here, and items where we need volunteers are in bold, along with contact info for signing 
up to help. 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Trying to get a programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), a comprehensive 
environmental review of all the coal export terminals together instead of piece by piece. 
The goal is an EIS for each terminal as well as a cumulative one, which we hope would 
show that there is no way to mitigate the impacts of all the proposed projects. Our coalition 
has already submitted 15K comments to Army Core of Engineers (ACE) and Governor of 
Oregon, WA Dept of Ecology, Seattle City Council, Congressman Dicks have all given 
public support for a programmatic EIS.
 
City of Marysville passed a resolution against the Cherry Point terminal, following several 
other cities that have passed resolutions or sent letters of concern.
 
UW UPDATE
College Greens student group brought to the Associated Students of UW and they passed 
a resolution that their group does not support the coal terminal projects.
 
SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL
Considering passing a resolution against coal exports. Robin has been working with the city  
and it will be introduced at Energy & Environment Committee; Mike Obrien, Sally Clark, Tim 
Burgess are the committee members.
 
We need lots of people at both meetings to show city council that we support their 
resolution. If you can commit to attending and if you can speak to the council please 
email Robin Everett robin.everett@sierraclub.org.
 
Committee meeting: Tuesday, May 22 at 2pm in council chambers.
Full council review: Tuesday, May 29 at 2pm in council chambers with 1:30 press 
conference.
 
We are looking for people to share why they care (time limit is 2 minutes). You don’t have to 
be an expert, as we will have many professionals already coming. Just explain why you are 
volunteering for this effort and why you are concerned.
 
If you attend on 5/29 and are willing to be available for press, let Robin know and she can 
help with talking points. You won’t be in the press conference, but we want to have 
community members available as a possible sources.
 
BNSF and labor is planning to attend, and we need to be there to show that the city council 
has our support.
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Attending on 5/22 and 5/29: Millie, Andrew, Art, Becky, John, Isa, Tim, Connie, Mary. 
Speaking: Millie, Becky, Connie, Tim
 
COAL HARD TRUTH FORUM
Magnolia/Interbay: at Magnolia United Church of Christ in the upstairs Fellowship 
Hall on Wednesday, June20 from 7-9pm. We will need some volunteers to help facilitate 
the event.
 
We will be reaching out to area businesses to get flyers out ahead of event.
 
Would like a professional from the community, possibly a real estate agent, as well as 
fisherman or other person who works in the industries in the area.
 
Will be contacting state representatives as well as Magnolia Chamber of Commerce.
 
Would like to have a map of the area with railway and crossings to help illustrate the 
potential impact.
 
Flyer is due 5/23 to Magnolia News
Becky will send a list to Connie on where to submit the calendar event.
Millie will create flyer and write a blurb.
Connie will submit the calendar event to the groups.
 
BUSINESS OUTREACH
Ballard business outreach: contacted about 45 businesses
Art volunteered to follow up with a hot list of about 12; need to call during weekdays to 
follow up with decision makers and ask for their signature.
 
Magnolia/Interbay: have a list of businesses that seem most impacted by coal exports 
because of traffic, health or the type of business they are.
 
Meeting on Saturday, June 2 from 2-4pm at a central location and go out to 
businesses in assigned areas. All we are asking is if we can post a flyer about the forum. 
Becky, Mark, Mary and Connie think they can attend.
If you can help pass out flyers on June 2 email Millie Manger at 
milliemagner@clearwire.net
 
TABLING & EVENTS
We have a lot of opportunities for tabling in the next few months. If you can commit to any 
tabling events or have other ideas for opportunities email Leah Valleroy 
lrkvalleroy@yahoo.com.
 
Fremont Fair: we need to fill up to 20 shifts (about 3 hours each)
Saturday, June 16 from 9:30am-8:30pm
Sunday, June 17 from 10:30am-6:30pm.
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Queen Anne Farmers Market: season is June 7 – October 11 from 3-7:30pm.
 We will be there once a month for the season, dates TBD.
 
Will look into upcoming events: Ballard Seafood Festival, Bite of Seattle, Bumbershoot, 
Tilth Harvest Festival, Hemp Fest, community block parties/street festivals and art walks, 
Kirkland farmers market and tabling at PCC.
 
Becky will look into setting up a table at the waterfront.
 
PHONEBANKING
If you can attend any of these phone banks please email Robin Everett 
robin.everett@sierraclub.org and CC Art Kaufman arthurlkaufman@yahoo.com and Leah 
Valleroy lrkvalleroy@yahoo.com.
 
Tuesday, May 22 and Thursday, May 22 from 6-8pm at Sierra Club Office (180 
Nickerson St #202): calling people who live in Seattle and have already signed a postcard. 
Asking them to attend city council resolution hearing on May 29. Will provide a script, along 
with pizza and beer.
Julie, Mark and maybe Mary can come 5/22; Connie will come 5/29
 
SCOPING HEARINGS
Dept of Ecology has picked environmental contractor for Cherry Point project who will do 
review, expect ink to be dry on the contract by end of month. DOE say they will tell us 
something in June about when and where hearings will be.
 
EIS first step is to determine the scope of what they are going to look at. We want the 
scope to include all the communities that are impacted by rail all along the way, not just the 
terminal site.
 
Expect at least 3 hearings: Bellingham and Seattle are most likely. We have asked for 
hearings in many places, from MT and ID to Spokane and Vancouver. It will be very 
necessary that we have a good turnout; hoping for 2,000 people in Seattle and 3,000 in 
Bellingham.
 
SSA Marine is project proponent and is responsible for paying for EIS, which is mandated 
by federal and state laws.
 
Becky asked for brief fact sheet on EIS and scoping. 
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----------
From webpage:

Attend the Beyond Coal Volunteer Meeting in Your Community

When: 3rd Thursday of every month, 6 pm—8 pm                                                               

Where:  Sierra Club office, 180 Nickerson St #202, Seattle        

Volunteer With Us At One of Our Fun Events

Business Outreach:

For the Ballard event that Mark described they had volunteers help  inform Ballard 
businesses about the dangers and health hazards that coal trains bring to their customers. 
A business owner's support translates into a strong representation of their customers' 
requests so with more business on board, we can make it clear to coal companies, energy 
firms, and our government that we want to move past dirty coal. 

We have all the tools you need to reach out!  

______Tabling: Help  us spread our message to the community.   This is a fun and easy 
way to really make a difference! 

                University of Washington: Friday April 20th

            Shifts: ____10—12 pm   ____12—2pm

                PCC Tabling—Fremont: Sunday May 6th

            Shifts:  ________10—12 pm ________12—2 pm  _______2—4 pm

______Phonebanking:We need help phoning our members to invite them to the Coal Hard 
Truth Forum and other opportunities to engage.

Every Tuesday Night 6—8 pm @ Sierra Club Office, 180 Nickerson St #202 
Seattle


